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A Monthly Publication of the Masonic Home of Virginia 

 

Resident Advisory  
Council 

 
Walter Olphin  President—D Wing  
Jim Herring  V. President—B Wing  
Norma Klebert Secretary, Village 
Lovell Harrison  Magnolia Court 

Harry Bluford  D Wing 
Ed Lanford  B Wing 
Judy Burton  Village 

Quilt Raffle 
The Quilt Raffle was a huge success!  We collected over 500   

dollars for the Gift Shop!  The money will be used to buy craft 
items to make for the gift shop and Family Day.  The tickets were 
sold throughout the home by the residents and staff. Midlothian 
Lodge assisted in the sales of the tickets, and the Olphin’s son 

also sold tickets in Fredericksburg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The winner of the quilt was Joe Vincent, the District Deputy  
General of District 16.  We also had three other door prize      

winners; Terry Hilton (pictured) from Midlothian Lodge #211, 
winner of a fifty dollar gift certificate to Martins; Joe Simon of 

Chester Lodge #94, winner of a twenty five dollar gift certificate 
to Target; and Masonic Home Resident Evelyn Meyer won 

twenty dollars.    
 

Thank you to all the staff, residents, Mason’s, family members, 
and friends that helped us reach our goal by purchasing tickets. 
Thank you again to Yvonne Olphin, Betsy Payne, Sam Cason, 

Joyce Beninghove, and Janet Sparks for all your hard work on the 
quilt. 

 
This quilt was such a hit, we will be making another quilt in the 
colors of red, green, and white, which will be raffled off in the  

winter.  



August is the height of the summertime in the Northern hemisphere and the longest day has 
passed, but the heat remains.  Cool nights and early frosts lets us know that the summer is about to 

come to an end.  The birds are already planning to fly south; insects are noisier and more            
numerous.  August is the busiest month for businesses, since most people take their vacations 

then. The birthstone for August is the Peridot, which symbolizes love, truth, faithfulness,           
and loyalty and the flower is Gladiolus. 

 

Give Your Feet the Best Fit  
When buying shoes, look for a fit and style that best matches the needs of your bare foot.  “Support” 

shoes are generally too rigid; shoes should be loose and giving, with a lot of cushioning.   
Fit shoes with your hands, not with your feet.  There should be an index finger’s breadth between the tip 

of the toes and the front of the shoe.   The shoe shouldn't be pushed out of shape when you stand.  Tell the 
salesperson to start with a half size larger than you usually wear and work down.  

Combating Smelly Feet 
Smelly feet can be prevented by keeping them dry and cool to minimize bacterial growth.  Wear leather 

shoes and alternate pairs so they have a chance to dry out.  Light cotton socks “breathe” far more                      
efficiently than those made from synthetic fibers. Sprinkling talcum powder in the shoes will help                       

keep your feet odor-free. 
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It’s that time again to vote for the 2010-2011 Masonic Home King and Queen! 

The box for ballots will be located in the Reading Room.  
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We need volunteers for Family Day. You can sign up at 
the table with Tammy for various jobs needed during the 
day.  If you cannot make it Tuesday to sign up, you can 

call Tammy at Extension 77268. 

Resident Council Meeting     Advisory Council Meeting 
Monday, August 2                         Tuesday, August 17 

9:30 AM      10:00 AM  
   Dining Room                                      Private Dining Room 

 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!!  
 

      Tuesday, August 17  
              4-6 PM  
              Gallery  
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Wednesday, August 18 
2:30 PM  

Sun Porch  
 

See what the library has to offer you at the  
Summer Library Gathering.  You can check    

out books, electronics, or just come and    
browse around the library. 
Light refreshments served. 

 Eat an ice cream sundae made just the way you 
want it with Thomas N Davis Lodge #351. Take 

pleasure in the soothing sounds of Gail             
Argenbright and Deb Saidel on the                  

flute while you eat. 
 

Saturday, August 21  
2:00 PM  Dining Room  

Exercise and stretch your  
muscles with Nancy Glenmore.   

 
Wednesday, August 25  

2:30 PM  TV Room  

Do you like to play card games?  
Then come to the Card Social                                   

and try your luck at a  
couple of different games. 

 
Thursday, August 12  
6:30 PM  TV Room  

Mike from the National Aviation Museum will 
be speaking about the museum. 

 
Tuesday, August 17  
2:30 PM TV Room  

 C Wing Open House! Meet in the dining room 
for a tour of the new apartments.  

 
Wednesday, August 11  
2:00 PM  Dining Room  

Pull out your pajamas for a Pajama Party.  Have 
fun socializing and have some refreshments with 

friends in your comfy pajamas!  
 

Monday, August 30  
6:30 PM  Reading Room  

Is it true or is it false?  You’ll just have to use 
your own judgment at the True or False Stories 

program.  
 

Friday, August 27  
2:30 PM  TV Room  

 Enjoy some juicy watermelon on a hot  
August Day!  

 
Monday, August 23  

2:00 PM  Dining Room  

Join Washington and Henry Lodge                             
for a Watermelon Social.  

 
Saturday, August 14  

2:00 PM Dining Room  

Bingo with the Amaranths. 
 

Sunday, August 29 
2:00 PM  TV Room  
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Nikki Headley performs gospel                
music vocally. 

 
 

Friday, August 13 
2:30 PM  
TV Room  

Tommy Custalow is back to entertain us 
with his guitar, singing, and jokes!  

 
 

Monday, August 9  
6:30 PM  
TV Room  

 
Tap your feet to the gospel and bluegrass music of  

East of Afton,  a new group to the home.  
 

Saturday, August 28  
2:00 PM  
TV Room  

 

Celebrate all the August birthdays whether its your birthday or not! Listen to Ken 
Archer with jokes and vocals and Jan Kesslar on the  

piano.  You’ll also get a piece of cake and punch.  
 

Thursday, August 26  
2:00 PM  

Dining Room  

Thomas and Holzbach, new entertainment 
to the Home, is vocally performing 50’s 

music up to today's music. 
 

Monday, August 2 
6:45 PM  

Dining Room  

Golden Oldies vocal performance by     
Glenn Havel.  

 
Tuesday, August 3  

2:00 PM  
TV Room  
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Channel 2 and TV Room  
6:00 PM  

       Friday, August 13  
            “BIG” 

Starring Tom Hanks  
Thinking if he were older all his problems would be gone a 12-year-old 

boy whose wish to be “big” comes true.  With the help of a wishing genie 
he wakes up the next day as a 35-year-old man. He luckily lands a job at a 

toy company and moves up quickly, where he learns that the complica-
tions of being an adult make him miss the simple joys of childhood.   

Monday, August 23  
National Lampoon’s  
“VACATION” 

Starring Chevy Chase 
The Griswald family have planned all year long for a great summer vacation 
to Walley World fun park in California. Laugh as you follow the Griswald 

family in their entertaining journey across the country. 

Friday, August 27  
“THE FIRST WIVES CLUB”  

Starring Bette Midler, Goldie Hawn, and Diane Keaton 
 After years of helping their husbands climb the ladder of success, each wife 

is left for a younger girl.  The three divorcees come up with a plan to get 
back where it hurts, their wallets.  Sit back and watch as the wives get mad, 

get even, and get it all.  
 

Monday, August 16 
“OLD YELLER” 

 
Story of a poor 1860’s Texas Family and the dog that befriends them. Watch 
as the dog proves himself a loyal friend by protecting the family farm and 

saving a young boy’s life.  
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Friday, August 6  
11:00 AM 

 
Sign up to have a nice Italian lunch at Olive Garden.  

Wednesday, August 11  
6:00 PM  

 
Take me out to the Ball Game!  

Join us as we go to see the  
Richmond Flying Squirrels play against the  

New Hampshire Fisher Cats. 

Wednesday, August 25  
11:30 AM  

 
All you Red Hat Ladies are going out to lunch at Cracker Barrel.  

Make sure you wear your red and purple. 

 Wednesday Shopping Schedule   
 9:15 AM  

 
 August 4      August 11 
   KMart              Wal– Mart  

 
 

 August 18      August 25  
   White Oak Village        KMart 

Monday, August 23  
9:30 AM  

 
Sign up for a shopping trip to Va Center Commons  

and enjoy lunch in the food court. 

Saturday, August 7 
10:30 AM  

 
Join us for a seafood lunch at the                                                                    

Arnest Seafood Restaurant located in Manquin, VA. 



 It’s s-o-o hot!  But isn’t it great to have a cool place to sit and read…..and not have to get 
up and go to work? 
 We have some great books for you this month, and hope to see you check them out!  
First, a true story of death and life -“90 Minutes in Heaven” by Don Piper (231.73/PIP) -we did 
a review of this book some time ago.  The book disappeared and we lost track of it.  Now, we 
have another copy and want to share it with you all over again.  This book is not fiction-it is not 
a novel.  Mr. Piper admits the book is written in self-defense.  He died on January 18, 1989-
paramedics reached the scene of the accident within minutes, declared him dead, covered him 
with a tarp, attended to other victims, and he went straight to heaven.  He relates to readers his 
time in heaven - 90 minutes-his interaction with old friends and family, and his return to life.  
He describes the beauty he found, the love he felt, and still questions WHY? A great reflection 
for each of us.  I  hope this book stays with us for a while.  
 We have received a gift of a large number of Civil War books and want to share them 
with you, but have “housed” them in the workroom because many are so large.  You can come, 
look, read, digest, and enjoy this delightful collection in the workroom or from the comfort of a 
great chair on the sun porch.  We thank Mr. E.A. Viereck of Elmer Timberman Lodge for this 
contribution to our holdings.  
 Danielle Steel has written a new book,  “A Good Woman”, and Mary Thompson, donor, 
declares it to be “excellent!” (F/STE).  Quoting  “from the glittering ballrooms of Manhattan to 
the fires of World War I, Danielle Steel takes us on an unforgettable journey in her new novel-a 
spellbinding tale of war, loss, history, and one woman’s unbreakable spirit…” Sounds great-
can’t wait to get into it.   
 A favorite author,  Luanne Rice, has another novel “Last Kiss” (F/RIC) which I really 
loved.  A face on a poster, a name in the news, an inexplicable tragedy.  A promising young man 
goes out one warm summer evening and is found dead.  No motives.  No clues. No answers.  
But what if the young man were your son? Or your true love? Sheridan had once fervently be-
lieved in the miraculous power of love, healing, forgiveness. But that faith died along with her 
son.  Winner. 
 Cat lovers!! Two new books from Lilian Jackson Braun- “The Cat Who Brought Down 
the House” and “The Cat Who Tailed a Thief” (M/BRA)! Mystery and suspense, but we already 
know who solved the mystery! Cute stories.  
 A unique gift to us is another winner.  Encased in their own package are three books of 
the series known as “Bells of Lowell” - the bells being the big ding-dongs in the town of 
Lowell, Massachusetts, calling the people to work.  Historical in nature, each book is  a tale 
about young women who come to work in the mills-Their backgrounds, social lives, and inter-
ests.  A great look in the lives and thoughts of young, independent women in the 1800s (F/PET) 
by Tracie Peterson.  Titles are “Daughters of the Loom”, “A Frag-
ile Design”, and “These Tangled Threads”.  Great series-I really 
enjoyed these books.  
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Recognizing Juanita Brown!   
 

Juanita, a mother of two children with two grandkids, has been working at the Masonic Home for 
21 years in the nursing department.  Juanita has always been around older people,  she helped 

take care of her grandmother when she was younger and worked at the for the Home for        
Confederate Women.   Her first day at the Masonic Home was April 5, 1989, as a Certified   

Nursing Assistant.  She later became a Registered Medication Aide, which she remains today.  
She normally works 7AM to 3PM or 3PM to 11PM on Magnolia Court.  When asked what her 
normal day is like she said, “Busy with baths, meds, and simply being a shoulder to lean on.”   
Her favorite part of working at the Masonic Home is the residents, she enjoys coming in every 
morning and hearing the residents say, “Juanita, I was waiting for you.”  Another employee of 

the Home stated that the residents get along with Juanita so well because she is down to earth and 
straightforward. A few of the residents even call her “Mama” simply because they know they can 

depend on her.  Juanita’s hard work was recognized in 2005 when she won Employee of the 
Year. As for what Juanita does when she gets off work, she goes home to take care of her mother 

and aunt, enjoys being in the yard with her flowers, and is in bed by nine every night.  
  

8/10/1977 John and Dorothy Denton   33 years 
8/18/1950 Ted and Edith Koss  60 years 
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How We Met!  
 

Ted and Edith Koss have been married for 60 years this year and it all began with a blind date!  
They were set up by two friends to go to a basketball game at Thomas Jefferson High School.  
That night Ted asked Edith to go to the movies the next day and from then on they went on a 
series of dates,  Ted always drove Edith to Goochland County on the weekends to spend time 

with her family.  They dated for seven months and decided they wanted to get married  
before Ted was called back into the war. In eleven days they planned a wedding and a five-day 

honeymoon!  Ted and Edith had two children, a son (deceased) and a daughter.  In addition 
they have four grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. Their first home was in               

Massachusetts and the two have been living at the Masonic Home for ten years now.  



There are not words to fully express my gratitude for the love and support shown to 
Harry and I during his long illness, and since he died.  My family and friends are all 

very impressed with what they see here at The Masonic Home.  
God Bless you all!  

Helen Lape 
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Velma Talley  
 

Velma cherished people that made a  
DIFFERENCE in her life at the Home. 

Home is a place where love and joy burn 
the brightest. 

Dorothy Roberts 
 

Life is the highest calling any of us have, 
making the world a little brighter, be-
cause of the way we paint our days, 

hours, months and years. 

Duke Grkovic 
 

Duke savored the moments of every day 
and enjoyed the blessings of his very 
own life.  He gave himself to others, 
therefore joy and peace flowed into 

his life  . 

Louise Harrison 
 

Life is a searching sailing ship. 
It takes us on an endless trip,  
To seek the harbor of peace,  

By the shore where heartaches cease. 



8/1 Lilliean Wheeler 
8/3 Antoinette Barber 
8/3 Kahneeta Harvey  
8/3 Alic’e Robinson  
8/9 Charlotte Rutherford  
8/12 John Crigger 
8/12 Claudette Dendy  
8/15 Barbara Sigmund 
8/18  Derek Morton 
8/18 Jon Truett 
8/20 Marcia Anderson-Smith  
8/21 Rodman Cupka 
8/25 Margaret Valentino 
8/26 Latia Roy 
8/30 Ruth French 
8/31 Deborah Smalley 
 

                 Happy Birthday to the following  
                 residents who celebrate their birthdays:             

Masonic Home Census -- 224 

 Welcome New Employees! 
No New Employees 

 

Barbara Rice 
8/6      Bessie Holmes  
8/6      Walter Olphin  
8/14    Dorothy Barrey  
8/17    Lois Payne  
8/19    Irene Slaughter 
8/19    George Wood  
8/24    Janey Herring  
8/24    Clinton Kennedy  
8/24    Virginia Yeatts 
8/30    Alean Fulford  
8/31    John Anton  
8/31    Nancy Walker 
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 Happy Birthday to You! 

 

 Welcome New Residents  

Employee Birthdays��������������������


